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Abstract: 
After their invention, CubeSats were frequently regarded as expensive toys for students, 
allowing to practice an end-to-end space mission as close to real life as possible. Over time, 
the format revealed its remarkable capabilities and led to significant advancements in 
science as well as to the advent of new business models. It developed so quickly, that some 
believed, that the possibilities of CubeSats are limitless. But of course this isn’t the case. 
CubeSat technology has several strengths but also a lot of limitations. With several examples 
of real missions from the past two decades in this talk the boundaries of the technology will 
be investigated and future industry trends identified. 
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